Malignant potential in incidental pancreatic cysts.
Although pancreatic cysts are being diagnosed with greater frequency, a uniform agreement on management is still lacking. This is mainly because accurate and reliable preoperative determination of the exact pathology of a pancreatic cyst remains elusive. Although ultrasound-guided fine needle aspiration represents a significant advancement in our ability to characterize pancreatic cysts preoperatively, significant limitations persist. In this article, we review the roles of clinical characteristics, imaging features and biochemical markers in the correct classification of incidental pancreatic cysts. The correct diagnosis and management of these cysts still hinges, to a large extent, on clinical experience and multidisciplinary cooperation.